
Let’s Build(the world) 
with Bamboo! 

Ar. Neelam Manjunath

Proprietrix,  Manasaram Architects, Bangalore, India
CEO, Founder and Chairperson, CGBMT,

Sustainability &Bamboo Consultant, DEI, Dayalbagh, Agra
World Bamboo Ambassador, WBO

Key Expert, Bamboo Const Task Force, INBAR
National Convenor, WC-ADCE,BSI

Member, NGC, Bamboo Society of India
Member, Sub Committee on Bamboo Construction, Niti Ayog

C40Cities Wome4Climate , Bangalore Cohort
Member, BIS-CED, GOI



My journey with Bamboo 1999-…
• Climate responsive design solutions- chanced on bamboo
• Found it versatile, abundant, economical, traditional, developed 

technology… Used in buildings in my Private practice 

• Diminishing skills, no data, tough capitalistic market 
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Symphony of the Bamboos @Venice Biennale 2016 
• International Architecture Venice Biennale – 6 months Exhibition, 

Book Launch, workshop and presentation



Assessing the issues –Global perspective
• Mainstreaming Bamboo in Building sector , paper 

@WBC2015, Damyang, S. Korea
• Global survey 2017
• Paper on Survey @WBC 2018, Mexico













Two main steps seemed urgent: 

Data compiling and a
Framework for closing the loop



The 101 Bamboo City project

• Bamboo for Ecology- Grow bamboo at the site of utilization in areas where bamboo 
grows naturally or can be acclimatized without compromising on biodiversity-

• Bamboo for development- in Infrastructure, building, industry, energy etc

“ At COP27, bamboo was declared as one of the top five
solutions to mitigate global warming, and replacing
traditional housing materials such as carbon and steel with
bamboo helps reduce carbon emissions caused by the global
housing sector.” (Washington Post 2022)





The Bamboo City – A Nature-Based Model For Regenerative Cities 
With Bamboo: A Case of Bengaluru 2030(Plug-in CAP)



Project at a glance
Project Title “The Bamboo City – Nature-Based Development Model for a Regenerative City through 

Bamboo: A Case of Bengaluru 2030”
(Climate Action Plan)

Author Ar. Prof Neelam Manjunath

Initiative Neelam Manjunath , Incubated at CGBMT, pitched in C40- Women4Climate Cohort Programme

City (Area, Elevation) Bengaluru (2196 sq.km, 920m)

Coordinates Latitude: 12°58ʹ18ʺ N Longitude: 77°35ʹ37ʺ E

GDP $ 313 billion

Project Timeline 2023-2030

Stakeholders involved BBMP, BMRDA, BIAPPA, BDA, Citizens, Construction Professionals, Bamboo Industry, Academia , 
and others

Proposed to be involved WBO, INBAR, Individual researchers, NGOs, Private Institutions, and others



Project at a glance (cont.)
Project Title “The Bamboo City – Nature-Based Development Model for a Regenerative City through Bamboo: A Case of 

Bengaluru 2030” (Plug-in Climate Action Plan)

Aim Make Bengaluru a Carbon Neutral and Circular City by 2030 and Regenerative thereafter

Important Sectors Addressed

● The project proposes one 
bamboo plant per citizen 
in the city. 

● The project proposes 30 
% inclusion of bamboo in 
the construction and 
development sector in 
the city



The Bamboo City @ DESIGNURU 4.0 2024, Bengaluru, India 



Bengaluru engages with Bamboo !



@Nagpur , India



Let’s Build with Bamboo 

Bamboo for development- Buildings, products in daily 
life ,Infrastructure, landscape, energy, etc

Let’s Build with Bamboo is our first 
step in our effort towards 
comprehensive consolidation of data 
on Bamboo in a usable format by any 
sustainability enthusiast !



Let’s Build with Bamboo -Vol 
I &II

Chapters---



Book launch across several cities in India –
Over 1000 copies sold! And Awarded !





Second Edition by 2025 

• International Bamboo species data
• Updated technologies



Order your copy now!
Head to cgbmt.org/store to get your copy. We 
currently ship to 54 countries.

 https://www.cgbmt.org/store

If your country is not on the list, please reach out 
to us at cgbmtblr@gmail.com and we will do our 
best to organize a delivery for you.

International deliveries will take 15-20 days for 
deliver.

https://www.cgbmt.org/store
mailto:cgbmtblr@gmail.com


Extend a Hand – Let’s Do it Together

• Call for Built projects with Execution details for the next book
• Successful Projects of phytoremediation, Lakes and water body rejuvenation, CO2 

removal, temperature reduction and any other
• Mail to cgbmtblr@gmail.com 

mailto:cgbmtblr@gmail.com


You see things; and say Why? But I dream things that 
never were; and I say Why not ?– Sir Bernard Shaw

Thank You all for your kind attention 
www.manasaramarchitects.com, mansarch@gmail.com
www.cgbmt.org, cgbmtblr@gmail.com

http://www.manasaramarchitects.com/
mailto:mansarch@gmail.com
http://cgbmt.org/


Video of LBWB


